
LOST IN PRONUNCIATION

EXT. FRONT DOOR - JOANA'S FAMILY HOME

ALAN, holding flowers, is looking nervous to meet JOANNA's 
family. They're carrying luggage for the weekend trip.

JOANNA
Why are you breathing like a 19th 
century chimney sweep?

ALAN
I'm just nervous I don't know if 
your family will like me.

JOANNA
Don't worry about it, yes you're 
the first American guy I bring home 
but, they'll love you.

INT. FRONT DOOR - JOANNA'S FAMILY HOME 

TITLE OVER: Lost in Pronunciation

SFX: door bell rings. 

DAD enters frame and opens the door.

INT. ENTRANCE - JOANNA'S FAMILY HOME 

The couple enters as MOM, ABUELA and Joanna's super weird 
older "cousin" DIEGO join in greeting them. They all have 
accents. Joanna speaks Spanish with them.

ALL
Hola/bienvenidos/te extrañamos

JOANNA
Hola todos! Este es Alan, the guy 
I've been telling you about. Alan 
this is my dad, my mom, my abuela 
and Diego. My sort-of cousin who 
isn't actually related to me

DIEGO
Sup.

ALAN
So great to finally meet you all. 
Thanks for inviting me for the 
weekend.

MOM
Igualmente Alan!

START 
SCENE
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DAD/MOM/ABUELA
Please improvise greeting in spanish

we want to hear your spanish

END SC1

ROLE OF DAD



INT. DINNING ROOM 

The family settles into their seats.

MOM
So I was talking to Diego-

ALAN
(whispers to Joanna)

I still don't understand who he is

MOM
(cont)

-and we were saying that tomorrow 
morning we should um...HIT THE 
BITCH.

Music swells. Tone turns dark. Everyone's enthusiasm borders 
on aggression.  

DIEGO
That bitch better watch out! Cuz 
we're comin' it. Alan, will you hit 
the bitch with us?

ALAN
I don't...I would never...hit 
anything.

JOANNA
But this is family tradition.

Snap back to reality.

JOANNA
Ah I forgot, gringos burn like 
crazy at the beach.

DAD
(disappointed)

I guess there are a lot of cultural 
differences.

ALAN
(getting out of it)

Um, I'm gonna head to the restroom.

DAD
Alan, since you're up can you bring  
me the ships?

ALAN
Oh. Sure.

4.

(CONT'D)

DAD
START 

SCENE 2



Alan turns around and sees a bag of chips next to a line of 
model ships. He hesitates for a moment and then realizes it's 
obvious. He grabs the chips.

DAD
No Alan. My model ships.

Alan turns around and grabs two ships.

DAD
Alan! Are you deaf? My model ships.

Alan turns around again and we pan out and see a calendar on 
the wall that has sexy sheeps modeling. 

DAD
I shot that. 

ALAN
(exasperated)

You gotta be kidding me.

DAD
No. Sexy animal photography is my 
hobby.

JOANNA
Are you okay Alan?

DAD
Este gringo es raro. 
[Subtitles: This Gringo is weird]

ALAN
It's just hard to understand you 
guys sometimes.

MOM
Excuse me? What do you mean?

DAD
We're making an effort and speaking 
English in our home.

DIEGO
I think he means he doesn't 
understand our family

ALAN
Our Family? Who even are you?

Family reacts negatively to this. 

5.

(CONT'D)

(CONT'D)

END SCENE 2


